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REPORT OF THE CURATORS. 

The Curators present the following statement of the Curator- 
in-charge, Professor Angelo Heilprin, as their report for the 
year ending November 30 : 

Work in the various departments of the Museum, has during 
the past year, as in previous years, been largely of a volunteer 
nature, but, for this reason, none the less systematic, nor less 
valuable to the Academy. 

The Conchological, Entomological and Botanical departments, 
under direct control of the Conchological, Entomological and 
Botanical Sections of the Academy, have benefited almost 
exclusively from services of this kind, and the same is true of 
the Mineralogical department covered by the Wm. S. Vaux 
trust. The Academy feels itself under deep obligation to the 
special conservators who have so generously contributed their 
time and labor to the interests of the institution. 

In departments other than those here indicated work has not 
been neglected, but, unfortunately, because of the limited means at 
the disposal of the Curators, and for general want of space, which 
together constitute an almost insuperable obstacle to the proper 
care and exposition of the vast, and still rapidly increasing, 
collections of the institution, not so much has been accomplished 
as might have been desired. 

The entire series of alcoholics has been carefully overhauled, 
and the necessary disposition of alcohol toward the preservation 
of these perishable objects made. The collection may be said to 
be in a fairly good condition. The recent mammalia have all 
been redetermined and relabeled, and arranged according to the 
most approved systems of classification. In this department, 
the Academy is seriously deficient, and it is to be hoped that at 
no very distant day the numerous gaps that everywhere occur 
may be filled in. A complete catalogue has been prepared, 
showing the Academy to possess just 400 species and varieties, 
represented in all by 904 specimens. 

In the department of Ornithology comparatively little has 
been accomplished ; the accessions have been very limited, as, 
indeed, they have been for a number of years past. Although the 
collection of birds still ranks as one of the most complete, and 
in some respects, the most complete of any in the world, following 
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immediately after the collections of the British Museum, the 
National Museum of Vienna, and the University of Leyden, it 
has of recent years attracted but few students or specialists to 
its cases, a deplorable condition, doubtless due in great part to 
imperfect arrangement (incident to the want of a special curator) 
and the circumstance of the 35,000 or more specimens being 
mounted, instead of in the far more serviceable form of skins. 
The absolute necessity of having a specialist, whose services 
should meet with fit pecuniary compensation, in this, as in all 
other departments, cannot be too strongly insisted upon. Long 
neglect of a department means, practically, its collapse, at least 
so far as the advantages to be derived from it by special students 
are concerned, and unless it can be adequately supported, must 
ultimately, by its occupancy of space and the use of time in its 
preservation, become a drag rather than a spur to the institution 
of which it forms a part. Despite the general richness of the 
ornithological collection, it has, through want of adequate means 
for its support, suffered to such an extent that at the present 
time it lacks no less than about 1T0 species or varieties of North 
American birds alone ! 

The Conchological department, on the other hand, which has 
for two decades enjoyed a constant supervision from the part of 
a distinguished conchologist, is singularly complete, and both in 
the number and variety of its forms, stands unsurpassed by any 
similar collection, whether in this country or Europe. It com- 
prises no less than 150,000 specimens, mounted on upwards of 
42,000 tablets, and it alone, of all the various departments, rep- 
resents the actual state of a zoological science as we now know it. 

During the year a selection of birds from the general collection 
has been laid aside to complete a special collection illustrative of 
North American ornithology. 

The work of re-arranging and classifying the geological and 
paleontological specimens has made considerable progress. 

The " local collection," intended for the illustration of the 
natural products of the States of Pennsylvania and New Jersey, 
is, as far as the resources of the general collection woujd permit, 
complete, except in the department of entomology, for which no 
suitable cases have as yet been provided. A cabinet of the 
minerals belonging to the same geographical area has recently 
been placed in the Museum for the benefit of students. It is 



332 PROCEEDINGS OF THE ACADEMY OF [1884. 

intended to further complete this department by a serial exposi- 
tion of the rock masses about Philadelphia, and by the prepara- 
tion of a relief map illustrative of the geology of the city and 
its immediate surroundings. 

The work of labeling and mounting the Wm. S. Vaux collec- 
tion of minerals, comprising upwards of 6412 specimens, has 
been completed ; a report of progress in this department, pre- 
pared by the special Curator, Mr. Jacob Binder, is herewith 
appended. 

One of the most striking accessions made to the Museum 
during the past year, is the collection of insect and aranead archi- 
tecture, deposited by one of the Vice-Presidents of the Academy, 
Dr. H. C. McCook. It is, doubtless, the most complete of its 
kind in this country, and may be considered to be, in many 
respects, unique. A valuable collection of fishes from the 
southern and western waters of the U. S., made by Prof. D. S. 
Jordan and Mr. Seth E. Meek, has been added to the Ichthyolo- 
gical department. 

Various alterations have been made during the current year in 
the ground floor of the Academy building, but these require no 
special consideration. Specimens from the Museum have been 
loaned for study to the Smithsonian Institution, to Prof. James 
Hall, of Albany, Prof. R. P. Whitfield, of New York, Prof. 
W. B. Scott, of Princeton, and Mr. Dobson, of London, who 
have severally rendered service to the Academy by the redeter- 
mination or description of the forms that passed through their 
hands. 

The Academy has during the year benefited through the 
services of five Jessup Fund beneficiaries, who, apart from 
their studies, have in various ways cooperated with, or assisted, 
the Curator-in-charge, who hereby acknowledges his thanks. The 
Curator-in-charge also takes this opportunity of acknowledging 
his special indebtedness to Mr. Alan F. Gentry, who, during 
the greater part of the year, has most efficiently acted as his 
assistant. 

Very respectfully, 

Angelo Heilpein, 

Curator-in-charge A. N. S. 
Joseph Leedy, 

Chairman Board of Curators. 



